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criticized the work very favourably. But German
Catholics were always more cultured. I believe I
criticized the philosophical works of the Czech
Catholics in the Athenaeum. They were weak.
Later, during the manuscript controversy, it was
the Catholic daily, The Czech, which attacked me
most bitterly; and during the Hilsner affair1 it
was again the Clerical newspapers which took the
prize. They it was who started the story that I
depraved the young, etc. Of course they could not
forgive me for basing my philosophy on the Czech
Reformation, and for putting our native Czech
culture in the place of a fictitious ancient Slav cul-
ture. The point of departure both of my philosophy
and policy is the Czech Reformation, because, for
me, it was above all a moral and religious move-
ment, not a theological one. The starting-point of
Huss and of Stitn^ after him was the reformation
of morals; I found mention in their works of the
thing that had worried me as a child, when I
observed the strange life of the priest. My quarrel
with the Church was also a matter of morals, not of
dogma. The Protestants have, after all, the same
fundamental dogmas as the Catholics. But I had to
reject dogmas because they could not stand before
the criticism of my reason; that applies to the
dogmas of all denominations. What I cannot
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